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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINT LE SY US PEPR PINS 

SUB J : MONDAY MORNING INTERVIEW OF PRIME MINISTER AL-HOSS 

1 . SUMMARY: THE AUGUST 21 ISSUE OF THE BEIRUT WEEKLY 
MONDAY MORNING CARRIED AN INTERVIEW WITH LEBANESE PRIME 
MINISTER SALIM AL-HOSS, IN WHICH HOSS COMMENTS ON 
LEBANON'S CURRENT PROBLEMS. HOSS 

STATED THAT LEBANON FELT "LET DOWN” BY THE UNITED 
STATES OVER THE DEPLOYMENT OF LEBANESE ARMY TROOPS TO 
SOUTH LEBANON, THAT LEBANON HAD NOT YET DECIDED 
WHETHER OR NOT TO CALL FOR A SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING 
OVER SOUTH LEBANON, THAT HIS RECENT TALKS WITH SYRIAN 
PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL-ASSAD WERE "VERY CORDIAL AND VERY 
POSITIVE," AND THAT HE WAS SURE THE MANDATE OF THE 
ARAB DETERRENT FORCE (ADF) WOULD BE RENEWED. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXERPTS FROM THE INTERVIEW. END 
SUMMARY. 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE MONDAY MORNING INTERVIEW. HOSS 
STATED THAT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT FELT "LET DOWN" 

BY THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE "THE UNITED STATES WAS ONE 
OF THE COUNTRIES WHICH ENCOURAGED US TO DISPATCH AN 
ARMY UNIT TO THE SOUTH." HOSS SAID THAT AMBASSADOR 
LEONARD AND MR. HOWELL, DURING THEIR VISIT TO LEBANON. 

HAD "STRESSED THE URGENCY OF DISPATCHING AN ARMY UNIT 
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TO THE SOUTH, AND HAD SAID THAT THIS WAS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT "BECAUSE THE SECURITY COUNCIL WILL SOON BE 
CONSIDERING THE EXTENSION OF UNIFIL'S MANDATE." 

HOSS SAID THAT HE DISCUSSED WITH THE AMERICANS "THE 
MANNER IN WHICH THE USA COULD HELP VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL, 

SHOULD ISRAEL TAKE A HOSTILE STAND TOWARD THE ARMY 
DEPLOYMENT. I WAS ASSURED OF U.S. INTERVENTION WHENEVER 
NECESSARY IN ORDER TO OVERCOME ANY HINDRANCES 
THAT MIGHT ARISE FROM THE SIDE OF ISRAEL." 

3. HOSS TOLD MONDAY MORNING THAT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT 
WAS CONSIDERING CALLING FOR A MEETING OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE LEBANESE ARMY 
UNIT STALLED KAWKABA. HOSS NOTED THAT THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL WAS ALREADY SCHEDULED TO MEET IN MID-SEPTEMBER 
TO DISCUSS THE RENEWAL OF THE MANDATE FOR UNIFIL, AND 

HE SAID THAT THE FINAL DECISION ON WHETHER OR NOT 
TO CALL FOR AN EARLIER MEETING WOULD "DEPEND 
ON THE RESULTS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS THAT 
WE ARE NOW CONDUCTING." HOSS ALSO STATED THAT THE 
CONVERSION OF UNIFIL FROM A PEACEKEEPING FORCE TO A 
FORCE THAT WOULD "TAKE ACTION" IS "SOMETHING THAT 
WE WILL HAVE TO DISCUSS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS." 

4. HOSS DESCRIBED HIS AUGUST 14 AND 15 TALKS 

WITH SYRIAN PRESIDENT HAFIZ AL-ASSAD IN LATAKIA AS 
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BEING "VERY CORDIAL AND VERY POSITIVE." HOSS SAID 
THAT HE AND ASSAD HAD DISCUSSED "A NUMBER OF ISSUES 
PERTAINING TO THE SITUATION IN LEBANON." HOSS SAID THAT THE 
EMPHASIS OF THE TALKS HAD BEEN ON POLITICAL ISSUES AND 
THAT "ANY SOLUTION WILL REQUIRE A LOT OF EFFORT BEFORE 
IT BEARS FRUIT." HOSS STATED THAT THERE WERE NO 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HIMSELF AND ASSAD. 
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5. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE RENEWAL OF THE MANDATE FOR THE 
SYRIAN DOMINATED ARAB DETERRENT FORCE (ADF), HOSS SAID THAT: 

-THE ADF CAME TO LEBANON TO PERFORM A "SPECIFIC ROLE" 

AND THAT IT WAS "SUPPOSED TO STAY UNTIL (THE 
LEBANESE) ARMY IS REBUILT PROPERLY AND ON SOLID FOUNDA- 
TIONS." HOSS ADDED THAT "WE WILL HAVE NO PROBLEMS IN 
SECURING THE EXTENSION OF THE ADF'S MANDATE." 

-"IT IS VERY UNLIKELY" THAT THERE WOULD BE ANY 
REDUCTION IN THE SIZE OF THE ADF FORCES. 

-THE POSSIBILITY OF WITHDRAWING ADF UNITS FROM 
BEIRUT AND REDEPLOYING THEM IN BACK-UP POSITIONS AROUND 
BEIRUT IS "LINKED TO . . . THE REBUILDING OF THE 
LEBANESE ARMED FORCES." 

6. HOSS SAID THAT HE BELIEVED THE SECURITY SITUATION 

IN LEBANON "CANNOT BE STABILIZED FIRMLY AND PERMANENTLY 
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UNLESS AND UNTIL IT IS REINFORCED BY POLITICAL STABILITY 
IN THE COUNTRY." HOSS THOUGHT IT WAS "FUTILE TO CONTINUE 
TO DEAL WITH SECURITY ABERRATIONS AND UPHEAVALS 
WITH PURELY MILITARY MEANS . . . THE PROPER APPROACH 
IS TO TACKLE THE ROOTS OF THE CRISIS," AND THAT 
THESE ARE "LARGELY POLITICAL AND TO SOME EXTENT SOCIAL." 

7. COMMENTING FURTHER ON THIS THIS, HOSS SAID THAT: 

-THE FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE "THE 
OUTCOME OF NATIONAL CONSENSUS AND NOT A PRELUDE FOR 
IT." HOSS NOTED IN THIS REGARD THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE POLITICAL SITUATION SINCE HIS 
GOVERNMENT RESIGNED IN APRIL 1978, AND THAT, ON THE 
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CONTRARY, "IT LOOKS AS THOUGH DISCORD HAS ASSUMED 
NEW DIMENSIONS SINCE THEN.” 

-THE 1975-76 CIVIL WAR HAD ENDED "WITH NONE OF 
ITS CAUSES ELIMINATED." 

— "A LOT OF WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN THE COUNTRY IS OUR 
OWN RESPONSIBILITY AS LEBANESE. IF WE WANT TO FREE 
OURSELVES FROM THIS PLIGHT, IT IS LARGELY WITHIN OUR CONTROL 
TO DO SO... WE SHOULD NOT ALWAYS LOOK TO THE OUTSIDE 
TO EXPLAIN OR TO JUSTIFY WHAT IS TAKING PLACE IN THE 
COUNTRY. WE CAN SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS BY AGREEING AMONG 
OURSELVES, AS LEBANESE." 

8. COMMENT: THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE HAS ANNOUNCED SOME- 
WHAT VAGUELY THAT AL-HOSS WAS MISQUOTED IN THE INTERVIEW. WE 
SUSPECT, HOWEVER, THAT HOSS MADE THE REMARKS ABOUT THE U.S. 
THEY ARE SIMILAR IN TONE AND SUBSTANCE TO ONES REPORTEDLY MADE 
BY FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS ON AUGUST 1 1 (SEE BEIRUT 4677). 
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END COMMENT. 

DECONTROL OCTOBER 21, 1978. 

KINSOLVING 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, TROOP DEPLOYMENT, SECURITY, FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT04841 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780341-0298 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780839/aaaabgok.tel 

Line Count: 199 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f2fadc5f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1666475 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MONDAY MORNING INTERVIEW OF PRIME MINISTER AL-HOSS 
TAGS: PINT, PEPR, PINS, LE, SY, US, (AL-HUSS, SALIM AHMAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f2fadc5f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



